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The comma to set off clauses of a compound sentence not 
joined by a conjunction when these clauses are short, have no 
interior punctuation themselves, and are closely parallel in sub- 
stance and form. 

Master these miscellaneous forms : 

Apply the principles of unity, coherence and emphasis to sen- 
tences, paragraphs, and themes. 

Interpret corrective marks on themes carefully. 

Eliminate the "shift of sentence plan" and weak and divided 
reference. 

Show familiarity with whatever reference books, indexes, 
etc., the school library affords. 

GRADE XI 

The committee beHeves that, with the work suggested 
for the previous grades actually accomplished, the 
senior year should be left free for practice and the per- 
fecting of the thousand and one intricacies with which 
this report has been unable to concern itself. It wishes 
to urge upon all teachers of senior English the neces- 
sity of regular and consistent composition work, and 
suggests : 

1. That short themes should be required at least once a week. 

2. That themes should be read by the instructor within a 
reasonable time and returned for student's revision or rewriting. 

3. That the members of the class should each own a standard 
handbook of composition. 

4. That each student be required to return these themes 
revised or rewritten, at the same time keeping a personal note- 
book of the errors that continue to recur in his themes. 

In addition to these papers, intensive drill extending 
over a period of some weeks in the common errors in- 
dicated in any one of these texts should be looked 
upon as essential, especial attention being given to the 
reappearance of such common errors as : 

1. Comma or period fault. 

2. Excessive co-ordination. 

3. Dangling elliptical clause, gerund, or participle. 

4. Vague reference of pronouns. 

This suggestion is offered on the conviction of the 
committee that, with the pressure brought on the Eng- 
lish teachers of our schools for extra-class activities, 
it is the field of English composition which suffers 
most at our hands. 

HANDBOOKS FOR USE IN THE TEACHING OF THE ME- 
CHANICS OF ENGLISH COMPOSITION 

Any one of the composition handbooks listed below 
will prove valuable in the hands of a teacher who wants 
concrete and definite examples and exercises in the 
minima suggested in this report. In the eleventh grade 
one of these books might well be placed in the hands 
of each student in the class and made the basis for 
intensive study. 



Sentences and Thinking, Foerster and Steadman, Houghton 
Mifflin Company. 

Handbook of Composition (revised edition), Woolley, D. C. 
Heath &_ Company. 

Guide to Compositicn, Royster-Thompson, Scott, Foresman 
Company. 

Century Handbook of Writing, Greever-Jones, the Century 
Company. 

The Mechanics of Writing, Pence, Macmillan. 

Note — One of the members of the committee on 
minimum essentials. Miss Mary C. Wiley, feels that this 
report is in too great detail and that where it is re- 
stricted to the matter of mechanics of composition it 
should, rather, outline in "broad statements * * * 
what the high school graduate should know upon en- 
tering college." The report should, Miss Wiley be- 
lieves, merely lay down general standards as to: (1) 
the ability a student should have in self-expression 
"through writing, talking, and reading," and, (2) ap- 
preciation of literature. 

One or two other members have expressed convic- 
tions that the report is not detailed enough and that it 
should be even more specific in the matters of formal 
grammar and mechanics. In a dilemma of this sort, 
the chairman will welcome a genuine response to the 
committee's request for criticism. How does the report 
impress you? 



UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SERVICE FOR 
HIGH SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHERS 

T T MIGHT HAVE BEEN an English teacher who 
■'■ wrote to the Extension Division recently and re- 
quested an answer to this question : "Is it true that 
Greenland is slowly moving westward through the 
ocean?" The Extension Division is called on to an- 
swer all sorts of questions. For school teachers a spe- 
cial bureau called the Bureau of Educational Informa- 
tion and Assistance, under the guidance of the School 
of Education, is maintained to serve them in matters 
concerning educational tests and measurements, school 
surveys, and teachers' appointments. This bureau will 
make an attempt to investigate and answer any ques- 
tion submitted. 

A line of extension work which is of particular in- 
terest and benefit to English teachers is the correspond- 
ence program. This year the following English courses 
are offered by mail : Freshman English (composition) , 
Sophomore English, Business English, and the Short 
Story. Courses offered by the School of Education are 
as follows : Principles of Secondary Education, High 
School Methods, Educational Psychology, Public School 
Education in the South. All courses count toward a 
(Continued on page 9) 



THE HIGH SCHOOL JOURNAL 



Mr. A. C. Hall and Miss Laura A. Tillett were asked 
to assume the leadership of these respective groups. 
Miss Tillett's group, with the co-operation of Dr. Ab- 
bott, undertook the collection and arrangement of a 
set of libraries consisting of the best bulletins and 
pamphlets on the teaching of English that could be 
secured. Elsewhere in the Journal the nature of these 
libraries and the plan for their distribution is explained 
more fully. Mr. Hibbard and Mr. Hall reported en- 
thusiastic sectional meetings at the University and the 
College for Women, both sections enlisting the interest 
of teachers hitherto unfamiliar with the work of the 
Council, and both endorsing the movement for adopting 
standard minimum requirements. It was urged by the 
University group that a representative of the higher 
grammar grades be included on that committee. The 
recommendation was sent to the president of the Coun- 
cil and Miss Inez Watkins of the seventh grade of the 
Goldsboro Grammar Schools was appointed. 

At this meeting of the Council, at the suggestion of 
Dr. Abbott, affiliation with the National Council was 
effected and Miss Eleanor Watson elected as a dele- 
gate, with Mr. A. C. Hall as alternate. Ill health pre- 
vented Miss Watson from attending and Mr. Hall 
represented the North Carolina Council at that meeting. 

The 1922 meeting of the Council will be held at the 
State College for Women, Greensboro, at some time be- 
tween March 1 and March 11, the exact date to be an- 
nounced later. The opening meeting will take place on 
Friday evening of the date chosen and there will be two 
sessions on the Saturday following. Plans for the pro- 
gram have not been completed, but the executive corti- 
mittee hopes to secure a man of power and prestige to 
open the Conference with an address at the evening 
meeting and to be the guiding spirit of the whole session. 
At the Saturday morning conference three leading 
questions will be introduced and opened for round table 
discussion as follows : 

1. Special Problems in the Teaching of High School Com- 
position, Miss Eleanor Stratton of the Asheville High School. 

2. Correlation of High School and Vollege English as Em- 
phasised by the National Council of English Teachers, Mr. A. 
C. Hall of the North Carolina College for Women. 

3. Model Courses of Study in High School English, Dr. J. 
F. Royster of the University of North Carolina. (Dr. Royster 
has also consented to head the committee appointed to pre- 
pare the course of study for the State Department of Educa- 
tion.) 

At the Saturday afternoon session besides the reports 
from the committees referred to above and the election 
of officers, the executive committee plans to arrange 
a question and answer period at which time an oppor- 
tunity will be given to teachers present to present their 
own particular problems to the specialist or man of 



authority, upon the choice of whom the committee is 
now concentrating its best effort. 

It can readily be seen that the success of the program 
outlined above, as well as the success of the committees 
now at work, will depend upon the co-operation of the 
English teachers of the State. It is to bespeak that 
co-operation that this article has been written. It was 
said at the recent meeting of the State Teachers' As- 
sembly that the chief business of the State is the educa- 
tion of its children. It is acknowledged by all educators 
that the most important department of education is the 
study of the mother tongue. With so heavy a respon- 
sibility resting upon them surely teachers of English 
must welcome the opportunity of reasoning together. 
The State Council would say, therefore, to every Eng- 
lish teacher in the State : "Come and go with us and 
we will do thee good." 



UNIVERSITY EXTENSION SERVICE FOR HIGH 
SCHOOL ENGLISH TEACHERS 

(Continued from page 7) 

University degree and State teachers' certificates. Other 
courses are offered in the departments of economics, 
history, Latin, mathematics and sociology. Those wish- 
ing to take some of this work should write to the Ex- 
tension Division, stating the course in which they are 
most interested and requesting that further information 
be sent. 

English teachers who are interested in developing 
public speaking, debating and essay writing among 
their students should write to the Extension Division 
for the free bulletin on "Library Extension Service." 
This bulletin describes the package library service that 
can be furnished on debate subjects and lists the books 
and other material the University Library will lend free 
to teachers. Every English teacher should make a 
special effort to see that his school enters the State de- 
bating contest held each year by the University Ex- 
tension Division. 

From time to time the Bureau of Public Discussion 
publishes study outlines which are used widely as pro- 
grams for women's clubs. Some club outlines in which 
English teachers may be interested are the following: 
Studies in Citizenship for Women, Our Heritage, 
Studies in American Literature , A Study Course in 
Modern Drama, Problems in Citizenship for Women, 
Social Service, and the Parent-Teacher Association. 

The Extension Division has several other lines of 
service which may be used by high school English 
teachers. These, and in fact all, lihes of extension ac- 
tivities, are described fully in a bulletin called "Uni- 
versity Extension Service." This bulletin goes free to 
any teacher who writes for it to the University Exten- 
sion Division, Chapel Hill, N. C. — C. D. S. 



